196                              RUFUS  ISAACS

Their house in Curzon Street was considerably larger than its
predecessor in Park Lane. Of earlier Georgian date, its high
rooms had all the characteristically fine proportions of their
period. A dining room of adequate size with one oval end looked
on to the street on the ground floor, while at the back was the
morning room, painted a light blue with cretonne curtains of
blue delphiniums on a black ground and a black carpet. This
room, more generally used than any other, opened on to a narrow
veranda leading down to a small paved garden, the end wall of
which, though serving the modern and utilitarian purpose of the
back of the garage, was masked with classic pillars and pediment
to lend it interest. A well staircase under a glass dome led upstairs.
The first-floor rooms had been designed for entertaining on a
considerable scale, the five of them leading one into the other to
afford freer circulation at balls and routs.

But the absence of a lift made the proper bedroom floor
inaccessible to Lady Isaacs, and the rooms themselves were on
the small side.

They therefore sacrificed the social possibilities of the house
in the interests of their own day-to-day comfort. The two front
rooms, one small and one large, became her boudoir and the
drawing room respectively. The two similar back rooms were
converted into her bathroom and bedroom, in mauve and grey?
while the farthest room of all was his dressing room and study
combined, the end being partitioned off to provide him with his
own bathroom. The next floor was at my disposal so long as I
was living at home.

They had arranged the first-floor rooms so that, although
normally devoted to everyday needs, they could still be adapted
on special occasions for purposes of entertaining 5 and soon "after
they were established in their new home they gave a large dinner
party followed by a reception, to exhibit it to their friends and
acquaintances.

Before long they were deeply attached to the house. It was
somehow a wholly appropriate setting for them both, and through
the changes in decoration of the next quarter of a century it
retained its own distinctive character unimpaired.

That summer Sir Rufus and Lady Isaacs began their visits
to the one cure place to which they were ever faithful for more
than two years in succession 5 for the life of Marienbad appealed
so strongly to both of them that they continued to frequent it
for the next three years and had intended returning again in
1914 if the outbreak of war had not put an end to all thought of
holidays, abroad or at home. Marienbad, like Homburg earlier